
Sister Gertrude was born June 20 1917 in 

Lachenaie, Quebec. Her father, William 

Clark, was a farmer with a deep faith. Her 

mother, Sara Desnoyers was a teacher. She 

was a gentle and courageous mother of 17 

children. She was quite a tactful and her 

faith came through in all she 

accomplished. 

 

Her uncle, Father Anthime Desnoyers, 

O.M.I., baptized her and entrusted her to 

Mary. He asked Our Lady to make his 

goddaughter a missionary. Gertrude grew 

up under this omen without knowing 

anything about her uncle's prediction. She 

attended the rural primary school and then 

went to high school with the sisters of the 

Congregation of Notre Dame in 

Terrebonne. She then taught three years at 

Disraeli school. She spoke of owing her 

vocation to her parents’ quality of life and 

to Sister Assunta. Every evening in her 

prayer, she asked her to make her holy and 

to guide her on the right path.  

 

At 18, she enjoyed outings and parties. 

She then underwent a great inner struggle, 

as she did not wish to be unfaithful to 

God's plan for her future. One day, his 

mother invited her to accompany her on a 

pilgrimage to St. Anne-de-Beaupré 

Basilica. It was love at first sight. During 

the Eucharist, the call was irresistible. 

Gertrude states, A path opened up before 

me with all the graces of the wonderful 

vocation of the Franciscan Missionaries of 

Mary. September 12 1940, I entered the 

FMM novitiate in Quebec City. I was 23 

years old. 

 

A new life opened up before her, but the 

adaptation was not easy. His training in 

religious life was one of joys, 

renunciations, trials, and questions. This 

path led her to check the depth of her 

vocation. In peace, she writes in her diary, 

Jesus, I dedicate my whole being to you, 

make me walk in your footsteps, may your 

Spirit guide me in the process of my 

conversion. 

 

In the second year of her novitiate, before 

her temporary profession, she went to 

teach at Notre-Dame de la Providence 

kindergarten in St Malo, Quebec City. 

Thus, one of the most beautiful missions 

opened before her. An innate teacher, she 

put all her knowledge into teaching these 

little ones to the best of her abilities. She 

gave them the desire to go to school and 

the pleasure of learning by affirming their 

personality. After a few years of teaching, 

her superiors recognized her pedagogical 

abilities and appointed her principal of the 

school. At the time, it was a place of 

important initiatives aimed at improving 

the effectiveness of teaching. She gave 30 

years of service to this mission. When 

asked to share an unforgettable memory of 

her life, she enthusiastically replied, The 

beautiful simplicity and naivety of the 

young students in St. Malo. 

 

In the summer of 1968, at the age of 51, 

she received her obedience to teach high 

school in Kinshasa, Zaire. She quickly 

grew fond of the young Zairians, but 

unfortunately, after a year, her health 

deteriorated so rapidly that she had to 

return home urgently. This visit to 

Kinshasa deeply moved her. She writes, In 

Kinshasa, I found such poverty! I saw the 

locals live it with such courage that it led 

me to discern my values and my needs. 

 

In 1972, after her recovery, Sister 

Gertrude was a delegate to the General 

Chapter in Rome, which lasted 5 months. 

This experience, at the time of the Vatican 

II renewal of the religious institutes, 

opened such possibilities for her. 

Subsequently, involved in the preparation 

of provincial chapters, she contributed 

greatly to the advancement of the Province 

within the new church guidelines. She 

accompanied younger sisters in their 

training, and took up mandates of 

provincial secretary and superior within 

different communities. All the sisters have 



fond memories of her dynamism, her 

humour, and her love for the Institute. 

 

In the fall of 1989, at the age of 72, she 

started a new mission of baptism 

preparation classes.  Hosted in the 

fraternity of Gatineau, she exercised this 

ministry for her neighbouring parish. 

Sowing the Word of God in the hearts of 

young couples and marveling at seeing 

them prepare for their child's baptism was 

such a delight for her. She also 

accompanied a group of FMM associates 

in their spiritual journey within our 

Institute. 

 

At the age of 90, after 18 years of 

apostolate and after a few minor health 

issues, she received her obedience for 

Montreal. As nothing stopped her, she 

gave French lessons to immigrants and 

worked in the provincial archives for 

another 5 years. 

 

In 2012, she was transferred to the 

provincial infirmary. In 2017, Sister 

Gertrude celebrated her 100
th

 birthday. To 

be 100 years old is to have the experience 

of a life full of emotion and to carry the 

knowledge of a perpetual change. For 

Gertrude, it was above all about giving 

thanks to the One who had created her for 

eternity. She had walked through this 

century, living every period as a turning 

point in her life, propelling her into an 

ever more beautiful future with so much 

more to discover. 

 

In the Institute, she was a woman of 

vision, listening to the signs of the times 

and the first to take up the step. This 

dynamism within her never ceased to 

amaze and shine forth throughout her 

various life moments. Today, Gertrude, at 

102 and 11 months, has just been 

propelled into the future of God where her 

soul must marvel at all that He reserves for 

those who love him.  Beloved Gertrude, go 

and live in the Peace of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Gertrude Clark 

(Marie Sara-Anthime) 
 

Franciscan Missionary of Mary 

  

 Born in Lachenaie, QC 

June 20 1917 

 

Entered the Institute in Quebec City, QC 

 September 12 1940 

 

Died in Montreal, QC  

 May 15 2020 

 

in her  103
th

 year, 

the 80
th

 of her religious life 

 

May she rest in the peace of Christ!   

Painting received on June 30 1999 from Heirva, 

one of her French students. 


