
               DEAR CORONAVIRUS, 
  
After careful reflection, I decided to write to you.  However, at this moment that I 
am writing to you, I do not know how to describe you, but I see how you are 
acting.  The whole world is troubled, upset, suffering because of you.  But I don’t 
want to judge you. I am just asking myself a question:  are you a messenger from 
God to make us reflect? Slogans are flowing everywhere, sometimes to cry of 
pain, sometimes to acknowledge some positive initiatives.  And in the midst of 
this media storm, our provincial announces that our province assembly planned 
well in advance will still take place on the scheduled date.  
  
Dear Coronavirus, since your arrival the government is gradually increasing the 
restrictions: no gatherings of more than 5 individuals, the borders are closed, 
restaurants and party halls are equally closed….it is the strategy of a complete 
confinement: stay at home, wash your hands…this saves lives.  However, you 
could not prevent our provincial from organizing differently. With her team, she 
decided to use Skype for “a gathering”. This has never been done before.  Our 
superior general said, “practice the virtues proper to missionaries: flexibility, 
adaptation to circumstances even to paying the price of certain inconveniences 
and to the greatest extent possible in serenity, by acting with prudence but avoid 
panic.” 
  
A frenzy of preparation then began: see the logistics which respect the 
confinement and physical distancing.  It is also not easy to find a suitable time for 
all the sisters who are in distant time zones and to reorganize the communication 
in two languages. When I saw this, dear Coronavirus, I started thanking you for 
allowing us the opportunity to still be together. 
 

Isabelle 
Ravaoarisoa 

fmm, 
Montréal 
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The province assembly then began on March 21 at 1.00 p.m, in a spacious hall with a large screen.   
All the sisters of the province were present.  What a joy to see each one taking her seat to adjust 
in front of the screen. The call to the Holy Spirit sounded in the hall deep in silence and reverence: 
Spirit of holiness, come and fill our hearts.  Make us witnesses of the Lord every day.  You are the 
Light, the Liberator, and the Consoler.  Spirit of truth, in you is hope and faithfulness. 
 
The procedure was simple:  the sisters of the 3 English-speaking houses and 3 French-speaking 
houses worked first of all in the linguistic groups and returned to the plenary assembly with 
summaries of their responses. There was no burden of spontaneous translation because, in each 
linguistic group, there were sisters who spoke the 2 languages. To the question “what emerged 
following the E.G.C. regarding the purpose of the Institute? The answer was: “humanizing 
presence with the suffering, the neglected…..and we try to be a presence of compassion to 
manifest the face of God through our attitudes.” 
 
Obviously, dear Coronavirus, you have left deaths and orphans, planted misery, hurt lives in the 
whole world. Before us, people have lost their jobs, the sick are accumulating in the 
hospitals….our sisters are confined in their rooms.  You are pushing us to live our ‘U’ process of 
observing, feeling, and of making present our current reality, to open us up for the future. And our 
Superior General asks us “to let ourselves be questioned on what is the basis of our security, our 
habits, also to be conscious of the extreme power of the media and the facility with which it 
makes or breaks the fears of the crowd of which we are part.”  
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The miracle of generative listening was taking place every day before our eyes to direct 
us towards the priorities for the future: Reinforce the quality of leadership and favour 
subsidiarity…We discern the missionary priorities as a body taking into account the 
emerging world…We move forward according to our strengths and focus on what we 
can do and not what we cannot do. 
 
 But what I liked the most, dear Coronavirus, is this decision of “growing in fidelity to 
the Charism and our sense of belonging. May our constitutions be the reference for our 
community and missionary life.” I would like to add again this about Justice, Peace and 
Creation: to be careful about wasting and reduce the things I use.  Because it is true, 
the older I get the more I accumulate. During the whole of last winter, I did not use 2 
boxes of clothes. So!  
  
Coronavirus obliges; the province assembly made me enter into myself, a kind of 
interior confinement, to discover from the inside that each sister belongs to the 
Institute and I assume my role of member in this Institute, and the community is at the 
heart of change and transformation.   
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Dear Coronavirus, thank you for your contribution to our transformation. Because of 
the disaster you provoked, we were able to draw some happy conclusions such as 
the importance of the life of the Body and of the fraternity, what is essential in life 
which is Christ, and the purpose of our Mission which is the others to whom we 
show the compassionate face of God. 
 
Long live the mutual help in society, long live the initiatives which plant joy and hope, 
long live the government which listens and takes care of the poor, long live Pope 
Francis who transmitted by video his Mass and Homily every day to pray and give 
hope.  We are all in the same boat of Peter, he said. Let us dare to wake Jesus and in 
faith, let us cry to him: Lord save us, we are perishing.  A Malagasy proverb says: “in 
bitterness, there is sweetness” which can be translated by: in misfortune and 
difficulties there is always sweetness. We are optimistic and we give thanks to God. 
  
                               Fraternally, 
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