
Sister Monique Morin was born December 4 

1924 in St Félix de Kingsey, Quebec. her 

father, Josaphat Morin, and her mother, 

Léonie Rhéault, lived in the United States 

during the difficult economic years where 

many Canadians went to the States to find 

work. Later, they returned and settled on a 

farm in Quebec. They had 13 children and 

Monique was the sixth.   

 

Reminiscing on her childhood memories, 

she spoke of the joys of a united family 

gathered around her parents, singing and 

playing while their mother rocked the 

youngest to sleep. Evenings always ended 

with the family prayer. There were also the 

special days of the letters from two FMM 

sisters of her mother about their mission. 

They read them with great delight and 

interest. The children asked many questions 

of the places mentioned. It was a special 

moment where God sowed the seed of a 

missionary vocation in these generous 

hearts. Claire, Monique, Pauline, and 

Jeannine all became FMM. 

 
  

Sister Monique grew up in a peaceful and 

loving environment. She went to primary 

school in Drummondville. She left school 

after grade six to help her father on the farm 

and the maple grove. She joyfully 

accomplished this work with generosity. 

She enjoyed working with her father who 

she loved dearly. At 21, she wished to fulfill 

her dream of becoming a religious. Her 

eldest sister, Claire, had already entered the 

convent. She asked admission to the 

novitiate in Quebec City.  She entered on 

March 15 1946. She celebrated her 

perpetual profession on September 17 1951. 

This time of formation to the Institute’s 

Charism was a time of grace for her. It 

influenced the rest of her life in a 

disponibility of serving and loving God 

wherever he called her. 

 

Sister Monique stayed 20 years in Quebec 

City. She completed her high school, 

studied in summer camp organization, 

obtained her St John’s Ambulance First Aid 

Certificate, and received a degree in 

Recreation from Laval University. After her 

studies, she worked on the printing presses 

of the FMM printing shop and spent her 

summers as a counselor in a recreation 

center, youth programs, and at a summer 

camp run by FMM on l’Ile d’Orléans. 

   

In 1971, she was posted in Rigaud. She 

stayed there for three years. She 

accompanied and supervised the female 

students attending Bourget College and 

boarding in our convent. Her superiors 

noticed her gentleness, comprehension, and 

enthusiasm around youth. In 1974, she was 

named director of Notre-Dame des Petits 

Summer Camp in Ste-Julienne, County of 

Lanaudière. This mission was the heart and 

soul of her life! With tact, she assumed its 

administration with all that this entails in 

terms of educational, health, and economic 

functions, external relations, staffing, and 

camper registration.  

 

She was assisted by her FMM sisters, young 

instructors, and qualified staff that ensured 

its proper functioning.  Above all, she was 

an attentive mother in the midst of these 

children, oftentimes on welfare, enjoying an 

outdoor holiday and partaking in all kinds of 

activities. Each child was unique to Sister 

Monique. She even managed to console the 

inconsolable. 

 

She received expressions of appreciation 

from all over. Maria Mourani, Member of 

Parliament for Ahuntsic, and the Board of 

Directors of Quebec Camps emphasized 

their admiration for the excellent services 

that Sister Monique has rendered so well to 

the young campers.  We wish to share with 

you, they said, our esteem for you. It a 

known fact that young people greatly 

benefited from their stays at Notre Dame 

des Petits Camp. The most touching praises 

came from the children themselves who as 

adults wrote, Sister Monique you 

embellished my childhood. I owe you half of 

my happiness. My fondest memories are of 

the summer camp. Sister Monique gave 

herself to this mission for 25 years until 

2002 when the FMM sold the property to 

the Lebanese community of Montreal. 

At 78, they requested that she stay, as her 

presence was such a source of peace and 



joy. She spent her summers, outdoors on the 

land of her dreams with her little campers. 

During the winter, she worked as a 

receptionist at the Lebanese parish. They 

offer her the opportunity to travel to 

Lebanon as a sign of their gratitude. She 

never forgot this experience. 

  

At 92 in the summer of 2016, her health 

started to show signs that she required more 

medical attention. She was thus admitted to 

the infirmary. With great courage and 

submission, she accepted this new situation. 

A woman of faith, she recognized the hand 

of God. With the same peace that 

characterized her, she lived her final years 

in serenity and abandonment.  

 

Throughout her life, she had admired her 

Creator in the vastness of nature and had 

become one with Him. In contemplation in 

her room, she remained silent, as she adored 

Him in the sun of the monstrance. In 

December 2020, she tested positive for 

Covid-19. It left her very weakened. 

 

She was the one of the first to move to our 

new infirmary at Carrefour Providence. 

The nursing staff took great care of her and 

her sisters showered her with love. Seeing 

her more tired, our brother Jacques 

Lefebvre, ofm, gave her the sacrament of 

the sick in a prayerful atmosphere. The next 

day, she fell asleep peacefully in the Lord 

while the sisters sang the Ave Maria of the 

Institute. Dear Sister Monique, thank you 

for your life with us. Go into the peace of 

the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Monique Morin 

(Marie Gilles-Émilien) 
 

Franciscan Missionary of Mary 

 

born in St Felix de Kingsley, QC 

March 15 1946 

 

entered the Institute in Quebec City, QC 

September 17 1946 

 

died in Montreal, QC 

June 24 2021 

 

in her 97
th

 year, 

the 75
th

 of her religious life 

 

May she rest in the peace of Christ! 

Entrance of the Camp  
Ste-Julienne, QC 


