
In 1922, with the very precarious 

economic situation of Quebec, Émile 

Larivière and his young wife, Gabrielle 

Tessier, left for the United States to find 

better conditions to start a family. 

Marguerite was born on March 28 1926, in 

Woonsocket, Rhode Island. She was the 

second of 11 children, 7 girls and 4 boys. 

In 1930, the family moved to Montreal 

where Marguerite grew up. 

 

It was the Great Depression. Mr. Larivière 

worked in textile factories. Mrs. Larivière 

stayed at home and tried to recycle 

everything to make ends meet. Early on, 

Marguerite became her invaluable helper 

as she learned to cook, sew, and take care 

of the little ones. 

 

Mr. Larivière had an FMM religious sister, 

Sr. Cleophée de la Croix. It was through 

her that Marguerite went to the Juvenate of 

Ste-Marie des Roses in Rigaud, where she 

continued her studies. In 1945, at the age 

of 19, she answered Jesus' call and entered 

the convent of the Grande-Allée in Quebec 

City to begin her religious formation. 

 

After her first vows in 1948, she 

responded to the mission needs in our 

houses of Quebec City, Winnipeg, and 

Rigaud. In 1962, she received her 

obedience to Australia. After a stay at our 

general house in Rome with the usual 

visits of Rome, the Vatican, and Assisi, 

she set off from Naples by boat. She 

arrived in Sydney on January 27 1963. 

Generous, dedicated, artist, and practical, 

she excelled in our embroidery, knitting, 

painting, and drawing workshops. She 

particularly enjoyed the work of sacristan 

in parishes. The greatest gift of my life, she 

said, was my religious vocation. The joy of 

doing a service made me happy. I have 

always enjoyed feeling close to people, 

working with them and making myself 

useful. 

 

In 1972, she received a call from her sick 

parents asking for her assistance in their 

old age.  This request placed her in front 

of a very difficult choice. After 

discernment, she realized that her presence 

with her father and mother was vital. She 

asked for and obtained permission to go 

live with them. Her father died a few years 

later, and then she stayed with her disabled 

mother, taking care of her and working in 

a factory to meet their needs. 

 

During these 10 years outside the 

community, she placed herself in God's 

hands and repeats this prayer: Lord I put 

into your hands each of my tasks by 

considering them in the immense horizon 

of your projects of love. I am convinced 

that you want above all my heart’s pledge.  

Keep my soul at peace amidst the hassle 

as I flee to you, seeking my strength in the 

fidelity of your strong presence. 

 

After the death of her mother in 1983, 

Sister Marguerite returned to the convent. 

It was a great moment of joy for her to be 

in the midst of her sisters! She took time to 

rest, reflect, and live a spiritual renewal in 

Franciscan spirituality, on Mary of 

Passion's Charism and through bible 

studies. 

 

In 1984, she became a procurator in the 

huge convent of Montreal. With the 

experience she gained throughout her 

years, she was very competent in all the 

required tasks and a remarkable assistant 

for her superior. She was later appointed 

superior in the communities of Montfort in 

Ottawa and in Fort Coulonge. The sisters 

still remember her invaluable help and 

attention she gave to each one. 

   

In 1988, she returned to Montreal, where 

she worked as a receptionist. She 

courageously started working in pastoral 

care with AIDS patients in Montreal. This 

last mission was the crowning 

achievement of her missionary life. She 

was at the service of the poorest of our 

time. Through her closeness as a sister of 



compassion and love, she brought them 

sunshine in the midst of the dark painful 

hours of their lives. She encouraged them 

to live with dignity and wisdom as if 

nothing had been destroyed by the illness 

and no treatment could help them. 

 

Then one day she stopped all activities and 

slowly her health weakened. On March 15 

2012, she required the services in the 

infirmary. This was difficult for her to 

accept.  Such a mystery is debilitating 

illness. We can read in her memoirs the 

cry of her anguished soul in a carefully 

copied prayer she recited until the day she 

no longer could. Everything is dark in me, 

not a ray of light is coming right now. 

Darkness seeks to be tamed, to be loved, 

but in the end, I let myself be transformed 

by You, my God. Do not let me give back 

my soul. 

 

Little by little, Sister Marguerite entered a 

phase of her illness where silence 

enveloped her in its mystery. She lived her 

last years surrounded by the affection of 

her sisters while receiving wonderful care 

from our caregivers.  

 

Then one day, Sister Marguerite stopped 

eating. She became weaker and weaker. It 

was God's hour. He came and took his 

faithful servant home on June 11 2020.  

Lord, we put our sister into your hands. 

Welcome her into your paradise. 

Marguerite rests in peace. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Marguerite Larivière 

(Marie Anna-Grabrielle) 
 

Franciscan Missionary of Mary 

  

 Born in Woonsocket, R.I., USA 

March 28 1926 

 

Entered the Institute in Quebec City, QC 

September 14 1945 

 

Died in Montréal, QC  

 June 11 2020 

 

in her 95
th

 year, 

the 75
th

 of her religious life. 

 

May she rest in the peace of Christ!   

Prayer found among her personal effects. 


